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The November Issue of the Temple Talk
is Sponsored By

Freda, Steven, and Cathy Spiegel
In Loving Memory of
Our beloved Husband and Father

Gerald Spiegel
November Shabbat Services Join

Shabbat Candle Lighting
November 2022

us for services on Zoom and In-Person
Saturday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday

November 5
November 11
November 19
November 26

10:00
7:30
10:00
10:00

AM
PM
AM
AM

Friday November
Friday November
Friday November
Friday November

Shabbat services during the month of
November will continue to be both in-person
and on Zoom unless otherwise noted.
Beginning in November, with the end of
Daylight Savings Time, we will shift our
Shabbat schedule to one Friday night service
and the remaining to Saturday morning
services. Check our Temple Talk calendar and
weekly email messages to confirm dates and
times. Service dates and time can also be found
online at: www.tbioffice.org
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4 5:54 PM
11 4:47 PM
18 4:41 PM
25 4:37 PM

Vice-President’s Message
It is difficult to believe that we have completed the cycle of Jewish Holidays.

Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot have flown by. Whether you were in
the Temple B’nai Israel building or watching on Zoom, it was a comforting and
inspirational experience. The Hagim are over, but what do we have to look
forward to?
November means elections and Thanksgiving.
Let’s start with voting and elections. The Jewish Sage Hillel taught: “Do not separate yourself from the
community.” It is our responsibility to play an active role in our community and choosing its leaders. As far
back as Bezalel, he could be chosen to build the Tabernacle only with community approval. Jews have played
an active role in civil rights struggles. It is our duty to ensure that all citizens are afforded the opportunity to
vote and have their votes counted. Judaism’s wisdom teaches that: You do not need to finish the work, but you
are not free to desist from it. Every election is important. All Rabbis argue that we should vote. The
American Revolution changed the landscape of voting rights to some degree. It created a new, federal layer of
government in which was absolute freedom of religion - and no religious test that might prevent a Jew from
serving in Congress or even as president!
Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday. It not a celebration affiliated with religious ceremonies. The
revered Rabbi Soloveitchik agreed that Thanksgiving was not a Gentile holiday and ruled that it is permissible
to eat turkey on Thanksgiving. Many people believe that the Pilgrims modeled Thanksgiving after the holiday
of Sukkot, which is known as z’man simchateinu, the time when our ancestors gave thanks for the conclusion
of the harvest and the bounty of the land.
The main theme of Thanksgiving comes from the name itself, reminding to give thanks. This is a primary
Jewish value. When we sit down to eat, we say a blessing to G-d for bringing bread from the earth.
Thanksgiving is a holiday steeped in Jewish values. The rabbis are divided on whether Jews can celebrate
Thanksgiving. Halakhah permits one to celebrate secular holiday as long as one avoids doing so with people
who celebrate them through religious worship. So long as one avoids giving the holiday the appearance of a
religious rite, it is permissible to have a private Thanksgiving celebration with one’s Jewish and secular family
and friends. Some suggest that this conduct is wise and proper. In conclusion, Thanksgiving is a secular
holiday, and the vast majority of Americans do not celebrate with religious rituals.
I think that both of these special events come down to one word: freedom.
How fortunate we are to have the freedom, duty, and responsibility to vote for candidates that you have trust in
to run our country! It is vital for public safety, health, social equity and the rule of law that we must have an
effective and accountable government.
There is a lot to think about in the month of November. This is our chance to prove that we are good citizens of
our country as well as to appreciate the bounties that we receive from G-d.

Make your vote count! Happy Thanksgiving!
Shalom,

Janice Greenwald
- Special Message We are in the process of updating our Temple membership list. The new Member list will be
distributed along with the 2023 Sisterhood calendar. If you DO NOT want your email address to be
included, please contact the Temple office by no later than November 18: 412-678-6181.
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Rabbi’s Message
What Have We Learned

A

colleague is in the habit of posting the same question on his Facebook
page each Friday in preparation for Shabbat — “What have you learned this
week?” Because of the centrality of learning to Jewish life, this is a useful
frame for reflection as we finish a week and prepare to enjoy the break that
Shabbat gives us. While it is important to think about what we have learned,
I think we need to go further as well.
While there is certainly a place for Torah lishmah (study just for the sake of learning), there is often a
purpose for learning, which is to be able to carry out God's commandments. So answering the question
of what we have learned in a week is only the first step. Our reflection must then address what we will
do with that learning. If we've learned a new recipe or a new melody, we can use it to enhance our joy
on Shabbat, for example. However, often our learning is of a more serious nature.
Let us consider what we may learn by following the news nowadays. It is certainly important to be
informed about what is going on in the world. However, we often read about the misdeeds, sometimes
criminal and frequently immoral, of our elected officials. Simply knowing about these issues is not
enough. As Jews, we are commanded, “Justice, justice you shall pursue.” (Deuteronomy 16:20) The
repetition of the word “justice” in this verse emphasizes the importance of this idea. When we see people
being mistreated or being denied their humanity, we must act.
Perhaps the most significant challenge we face today is the lack of civil discourse in our country. In
particular, so much of the rhetoric aims to dehumanize the “other”, whether our political opponents or
groups characterized by ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any of a number of other factors. As
Jews, we know where such dehumanization leads, and indeed have already seen that in our country.
We as Jews have been targeted, and any of a number of other groups have been targeted. We must
respond to both.
I cannot say specifically what each of us must do. There are many options ranging from contacting our
elected officials to protesting to shining a light on this darkness to expose the injustice to others. Each
person will respond in a way that is comfortable for them. The important element is that we not get so
weighted down by despair that we are unable to act. I believe that our country is facing an existential
crisis with regard to the values on which it was founded. However that crisis is resolved, let it not be
said that we sat on the sidelines and watched.

Rabbi Howie Stein
To connect with Rabbi Stein you may call or email him directly at:
513-600-5535 | rabbi.howie.stein@gmail.com

Thank You
The Next Chapter Campaign discussed in last month’s Temple Talk is underway.
Thank you to our many Temple members and friends for your generous donations.
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Temple B’nai Israel gratefully acknowledges
the following donations
MEMORIAL DONATIONS
Diane and Barry Weiss, in memory of Barry’s mother, Louise; Diane’s mother, Esther Shore
Diane and Steven Shattls, in memory of Diane’s mother, Bessie Stern
Karen Mann, in memory of her father, Walter J. Weyman
Marcia and Steve Klein, in memory of Steve’s father, Arnold
Lynn and Joel Spiegel, in memory of Joel’s parents, Dave and Cecie
Barry and Joy Vlad, in memory of Barry’s mother, Ruth
Wendy and Steve Denenberg, in memory of Wendy’s mother, Evelyn Klein
Robin Bernstein, in memory of her mother-in-law, Mollye Seigle
Tamara and Jeff Bondy, in memory of their friend, Michael Kleya
Cindy Odle, in memory of her mother, Esther Odle
Diane and Howard Ives, in memory of Howard’s father, Lou
Judy and Jonathan Beck, in memory of Judy’s grandfather, William Darling; and father, Buddy
Darling
Mariuza Odle, in memory of Esther Odle
Sally and Bruce Feldman, in memory of Bruce’s grandmother, Ruth Judd Feldman

MUSIC, SIMCHA & GET WELL DONATIONS
Carole and Harvey Wolsh, in honor of our good friend, Dena Chottiner
Rosalie and Lou Anstandig, wishing Susan Sabin a speedy recovery
Debbie and Alan Iszauk, mazel tov to Ron Kendal and Sondra Mendlowitz on their special birthdays;
wishing Susan Sabin a speedy recovery
Joel Kaufman, mazel tov to Ron Kendal on his special birthday
Stacy and Eric Rubinstein and Jodi and Tim Bevevino, in honor of their father, Ron Kendal’s 85th
birthday
Susan Sabin, wishing Janice and Louis Greenwald a quick and complete recovery
Ava and Robert Blecher, in honor of Temple’s High Holy Day Zoom services
Claudia and Warren Finkel, mazel tov to Ron Kendal on his special birthday; get well wishes to
Janice and Louis Greenwald
MUSIC FUND
Get Well Wishes to Mark Simon
Rosalie & Lou Anstandig
Laura & Chuck Broff
Claudia & Warren Finkel
Janice & Louis Greenwald
Debbie & Alan Iszauk

Marcia & Steve Klein
Marsha & Dick Leffel
Sue & Richard Linzer
Steve Mayer
Arlene & Lester Neil
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Thank you for your November
Chai Fund Donations
Ruth and Scott Apter, in memory of Scott's grandfather, Joseph
Robin Bernstein, in memory of her mother-in-law, Mollye Seigle
Lisa and Ron Brill, in memory of Lisa's father, Ben Feldman
Eve and John Cohn, in memory of Eve's sister, Sue Ellen Keller
Janice and Louis Greenwald, in memory of Louis's grandparents, Joseph and Rose
Diane and Howard Ives, in memory of Howard's father, Louis
Marcia and Steve Klein, in memory of Steve’s father, Arnold
Karen Mann, in memory of her father, Walter J. Weyman
Cindy Odle, in memory of her mother, Esther
Mariuza Odle, in memory of Esther Odle
Bart Rack, in memory of his aunt, Anna B. Rack; in memory of his grandfather, Isadore Rack
Susan Rack, in memory of her aunt, Anna B. Rack; in memory of her grandfather, Isadore Rack
Susan Sabin, in memory of her uncle, Bernard Berkovitz; her aunt, Esther Odle
Joel Spiegel, in memory of his mother, Cecie
Barry Vlad, in memory of his mother, Ruth
Irene Wander, in memory of her father, Simon Rudick

Refuah Shlema—רפואה שלמה
A Prayer of Healing and Return to Good Health
Mark Simon * Marni Greenwald * Irene Wander * Esther Newberg * Maxine Stein

Please contact the Temple office if you wish to have a named added or removed
from our Refuah Shlema list.

November Birthdays will be acknowledged
during our Shabbat service on Saturday, November 5th

Birthdays
Ed Weisberg, Judith Allen, Bud Feldman
Marni Greenwald, Colleen Arnowitz,
Ross Harrison, Miriam Leib,
Lester Neil, Rabbi Paul Tuchman
David Swimmer, Roseanne Barr, Morley Safer, Carl Sagan, Merrick Garland, Pete Davidson,

Lorne Michaels, Goldie Hawn, Jamie Lee Curtis, Scarlett Johanssen,
Ben Stein, Mandy Patinkin, Howie Mandel

* Special Birthdays are designated in bold and italic
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Yahrzeits from 12 Cheshvan—9 Kislev 5783: November 6—December 3, 2022
If the name is printed in Bold, a Yahrzeit Plaque will be illuminated in the Sanctuary on the date the name is read.
If you would like to place a Yahrzeit Plaque in the Sanctuary,
please call the office at 412-678-6181.
The cost is $350.00.

Yahrzeit names continued week of: November 13
Anne Firestone : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022
Bernard Berkovitz : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022
Louis M. Rubinstein : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022
Mary Brown : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022
Ruth Naimark : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022
William Kaplan : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022
Herbert Lichtenstein : Heshvan 24 : 11/18/2022
Regina Spitz : Heshvan 24 : 11/18/2022
Sadie Jaskol : Heshvan 24 : 11/18/2022
Sarah Mendlowitz : Heshvan 24 : 11/18/2022
Anna B. Rack : Heshvan 25 : 11/19/2022
Ida Rae Rosenberger : Heshvan 25 : 11/19/2022
Israel Simon : Heshvan 25 : 11/19/2022
Lotty Haas Fried : Heshvan 25 : 11/19/2022
Morris Haas : Heshvan 25 : 11/19/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: November 6
Isadore Rack : Heshvan 12 : 11/6/2022
Margit Linzer : Heshvan 12 : 11/6/2022
Morris Hirsh Levine : Heshvan 12 : 11/6/2022
Ruben Moritz : Heshvan 12 : 11/6/2022
Arnold Klein : Heshvan 13 : 11/7/2022
Ben Grossman : Heshvan 13 : 11/7/2022
William Darling : Heshvan 14 : 11/8/2022
Bella Chotiner : Heshvan 15 : 11/9/2022
Bernard Elfman : Heshvan 15 : 11/9/2022
Walter J. Weyman : Heshvan 15 : 11/9/2022
Dina Wingert : Heshvan 16 : 11/10/2022
Joseph Greenwald : Heshvan 16 : 11/10/2022
Marvin Max Schwartz : Heshvan 16 : 11/10/2022
Freda Kimmelman : Heshvan 17 : 11/11/2022
Joseph Apter : Heshvan 17 : 11/11/2022
Ruth Vlad : Heshvan 17 : 11/11/2022
Sarah Rubinstein : Heshvan 17 : 11/11/2022
Tillie Acker : Heshvan 17 : 11/11/2022
Charlotte Israel : Heshvan 18 : 11/12/2022
Herman Singer : Heshvan 18 : 11/12/2022
Jean Lebowitz : Heshvan 18 : 11/12/2022
Louis Ives : Heshvan 18 : 11/12/2022
Rose Greenwald : Heshvan 18 : 11/12/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: November 20
Jennie Itscoitz : Heshvan 26 : 11/20/2022
Julius Shermer : Heshvan 26 : 11/20/2022
Mollye Seigle : Heshvan 26 : 11/20/2022
Morris Blick : Heshvan 26 : 11/20/2022
Morris Kimmelman : Heshvan 27 : 11/21/2022
Edith Gelman : Heshvan 28 : 11/22/2022
Hattie Schulherr : Heshvan 28 : 11/22/2022
Lawrence Feinert : Heshvan 28 : 11/22/2022
Sandra Weiss : Heshvan 28 : 11/22/2022
Adolph Reiter : Heshvan 29 : 11/23/2022
Goldie Serotta : Heshvan 29 : 11/23/2022
Joel Orth : Heshvan 29 : 11/23/2022
Naomi Chottiner : Heshvan 29 : 11/23/2022
Reisse Weiss : Heshvan 29 : 11/23/2022
Edna Keller : Heshvan 30 : 11/24/2022
Ruth Feldman : Kislev 1 : 11/25/2022
David Scharding : Kislev 2 : 11/26/2022
Henry Baumgarth : Kislev 2 : 11/26/2022
Milton Weiss : Kislev 2 : 11/26/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: November 13
Lillian Cramer : Heshvan 19 : 11/13/2022
Mene (Manny) Mendel : Heshvan 19 : 11/13/2022
Sabina Weihrauch : Heshvan 19 : 11/13/2022
Sylvia Reidman : Heshvan 19 : 11/13/2022
Helen Weiss : Heshvan 20 : 11/14/2022
Bernard Feldman : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Buddy Broudy : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Edith Friedman : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Esther Firestone : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Esther Odle : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Joseph Unger : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Max Hochman : Heshvan 21 : 11/15/2022
Dr. Samuel Goldberg : Heshvan 22 : 11/16/2022
Elaine Hirshberg : Heshvan 22 : 11/16/2022
Gerald Spiegel : Heshvan 22 : 11/16/2022
Nathan Israel : Heshvan 22 : 11/16/2022
Adolph Friedman : Heshvan 23 : 11/17/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: November 27
Bess Skolsky : Kislev 3 : 11/27/2022
Evelyn Klein : Kislev 3 : 11/27/2022
Mildred Feldman : Kislev 3 : 11/27/2022
Anna Klein : Kislev 4 : 11/28/2022
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Yahrzeit Names continued from page 8
Week of November 27
Bertha Hochhauser : Kislev 4 : 11/28/2022
Dorothy Miller : Kislev 4 : 11/28/2022
H. Buddy Darling : Kislev 4 : 11/28/2022
Sara Berger : Kislev 4 : 11/28/2022
Bessie Glantz Bauman : Kislev 5 : 11/29/2022
Rabbi Samuel D. Schachter : Kislev 5 : 11/29/202
Rebecca Miller : Kislev 5 : 11/29/2022

Dorothy Angerman : Kislev 6 : 11/30/2022
Louis Levine : Kislev 6 : 11/30/2022
David Zeugschmidt : Kislev 7 : 12/1/2022
Adolph L. Davis : Kislev 9 : 12/3/2022
Olga Gottdiener : Kislev 9 : 12/3/2022

May their memory be
a blessing

The Night of Broken Glass—Remembering November 9
On the night of November 9, 1938, violent anti-Jewish demonstrations broke out
across Germany, Austria, and Czechoslovakia. Nazi officials depicted the riots as
justified reactions to the assassination of German foreign official Ernst vom Rath,
who had been shot two days earlier by Herschel Grynszpan, a 17-year old Polish
Jew distraught over the deportation of his family from Germany.
Over the next 48 hours, violent mobs, spurred by antisemitic exhortations from Nazi officials, destroyed
hundreds of synagogues, burning or desecrating Jewish religious artifacts along the way. Gestapo police
officers and firefighters did nothing to prevent the destruction. All told, approximately 7,500 Jewish-owned
businesses, homes, and schools were plundered, and 91 Jews were murdered. An additional 30,000 Jewish men
were arrested and sent to concentration camps. Nazi officials immediately claimed that the Jews themselves
were to blame for the riots, and a fine of one billion reichsmarks (about $400 million at 1938 rates) was
imposed on the German Jewish community.
The Nazis came to call the event Kristallnacht (“The Night of Broken Glass”), referring to the thousands of
shattered windows that littered the streets afterwards. The euphemism does not convey the full brutality of the
event. Kristallnacht was a turning point in the history of the Third Reich, marking the shift from antisemitic
rhetoric and legislation to the violent anti-Jewish measures that would culminate with the Holocaust.

Question: Why do some Jews add an extra day to the festivals?
Answer: In ancient times, the beginning of a month was determined by witnesses who came to the Temple.
When the priests declared that the new month was beginning, they would sound the shofar, light signal fires,
and send messengers to outlying areas. Because the message might be delayed in getting to communities outside
the Land of Israel, it became the custom to add an extra day to insure that the festival was observed on the
proper day. The Reform movement did away with the extra days because modern astronomy allows us to
calculate the start of the month accurately. The more traditional movements retained the extra day to preserve
the distinction between the Land of Israel and the Diaspora.
If you have a question that you have been pondering, submit your
queries to the Temple office: tbioffice@gmail.com.
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Is Thanksgiving a Jewish Holiday?
Adapted from Kveller.com
While we typically don’t think of Thanksgiving as a particularly Jewish day, it has
the potential to be the most Jewish of all the secular holidays. With its focus on
gathering as a community, giving thanks, and being mindful, Thanksgiving is infused
with central Jewish values. We return to these themes again and again throughout
Jewish practice, whether in prayer services, through the study of Torah, or as the basis
for mitzvot. Thanksgiving invites us to stop in our tracks and embody these values —
albeit in a different, more everyday context.

Whether we are invited to a meal or serving the needy at a community center, Thanksgiving encourages us to form
connections, find commonality, and experience the simple joy of breaking bread together. We welcome one
another to the table — just like on Passover, when we welcome guests to the Seder. And just as Abraham sat
outside of his tent waiting for passersby, we too offer hospitality with full hearts.
Judaism teaches that we are supposed to recite 100 blessings every day to build in a practice of cultivating
gratitude. We can all find something to feel grateful for – even in challenging times. This holiday encourages us to
tilt our point of view, even if for only one day, towards the gifts around us. On ordinary days, we tend to rush
through our meals, clear the table, and move on to the next activity. But Thanksgiving is a kind of secular Shabbat.
Thanksgiving offers us a chance to replenish ourselves with a sense of gratitude, well-being, and connection.
...And this is at the heart of Jewish life and practice.
Happy Thanksgiving

A Little Jewish Humor
The four Goldberg brothers, Lowell, Norman, Hiram, and Max invented and developed the first automobile
air-conditioner. On July 17, 1946, the temperature in Detroit was 97 degrees. The four brothers walked into old
man Henry Ford's office and sweet-talked his secretary into telling him that four gentlemen were there with the
most exciting innovation in the auto industry since the electric starter.

Henry was curious and invited them into his office. They refused and instead asked that he come out to the parking
lot to their car. They persuaded him to get into the car, which was about 130 degrees, turned on the air conditioner,
and cooled the car off immediately.
The old man got very excited and invited them back to the office, where he offered them $3 million for the
patent. The brothers refused, saying they would settle for $2 million, but they wanted the recognition by having a
label, 'The Goldberg Air-Conditioner,' on the dashboard of each car in which it was installed.
Now old man Ford was more than just a little anti-Jewish, and there was no way he was going to put the
Goldberg's name on two million Fords. They haggled back and forth for about two hours and finally agreed on $4
million and that just their first names would be shown.
And so, to this day, all Ford air conditioners show -- Lo, Norm, Hi, and Max -- on the controls.
Control yourself!
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Temple B’nai Israel’s
Annual Stock Game

Coming Soon To Your Mailbox!
Tradition: Tre-diSH (e)n (noun) The transmission of customs or beliefs from generation to generation;
a common memory or practice. Fiddler on the Roof – a song about the pappa and the momma!

For Temple B’nai Israel, among our favorite traditions that we like to share with you, is our annual
StockGame. This will be the tenth straight year for this successful fundraising tradition.
Like many other small synagogues in similar communities, we too have a dwindling membership. What
we lack in numbers is more than made up for in our spirit and determination. The StockGame has
become our fundraising tradition; a way for us to reach out and connect with old friends and new
acquaintances. We hope that you will support this important TBI tradition and fundraising project. Help
us to preserve our treasured history for all time….and have some great fun along the way.
Here is how our StockGame fundraiser works:
Check your mailbox for the 4 certificates that will be mailed directly to you – the cost to invest is $25/
certificate. Can you buy 2 and sell 2?
Select 5 of the 50 stocks listed - *A random pick option is also available for those not wanting to make
the difficult decisions for their portfolio.
The Game will run for 8 consecutive weeks – beginning on January 9 and ending on March 3, 20223.
At the beginning of the Game each portfolio is valued at an imaginary $100,000 ($20,000 per stock
pick). At the close of the market each Friday during the contest, each of your purchased certificates will
be revalued based on the real-time closing prices of the stock market. The highest valued certificate will
be awarded a $25 prize for each of the 7 weeks of the contest.
On the final week of the contest, the top 3 portfolios that have had the largest gains will win $1,000,
$500, and $250, respectively. Complete rules for the StockGame are listed on the back page of the
certificate.
We need your help – For this fundraiser to be successful we need to sell a minimum of 450 certificates!
Let’s Share this Tradition Together! The Temple B’nai Israel StockGame is a great holiday gift with no worries of back orders, delayed shipping or it being out-of-stock! Please consider sharing the
fun with your friends and family, your neighbors, and co-workers.
•
•
•

3 Ways to Play:
Fill out the certificates that were mailed to you and return them with your check or credit card to
the Temple office in the enclosed envelope.
Go to our website WWW.TBIWHITEOAK.ORG and fill out the form online, pay with your
credit card, and submit the information directly.
Go to our website WWW.TBIWHITEOAK.ORG and print additional certificates.
Call the Temple Office at 412-678-6181 and we will send you additional certificates.
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