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Shabbat & Holiday  

Candle Lighting Times 

  October 2022 
 

Friday        October                   7    6:33 PM 

Sunday       October       9    6:30 PM* 

Monday          October     10    7:28 PM * 

Friday        October     14    6:22 PM 

Sunday      October     16    6:19 PM* 

Monday     October     17    7:18 PM* 

Friday          October     21    6:12 PM 

Friday        October     28    6:03 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Shabbat & Holiday Services 
Join us for  services on Zoom and In-Person  
 

         Saturday       October   1            10:00   AM   

         Tuesday        October   4       7:00   PM 

         Wednesday   October   5    10:00   AM 

         Friday           October   7      7:30    PM 

         Sunday         October    9      7:30    PM 

         Saturday       October  15    10:00   AM 

         Monday        October  17    10:00   AM 

         Friday           October  21     7:30    PM 

         Saturday       October  29    10:00   AM 
 

Shabbat and Holiday services during the month 

of October will continue to be both in-person 

and on Zoom unless otherwise noted. 

` 
Check our Temple Talk calendar and weekly  

e-mail messages to confirm dates and times.  

Service dates and time can also be found online-

at: www.tbioffice.org 

 

The October Issue of the Temple Talk  
is sponsored by 

Nancy and Gary Tuckfelt 

 

In Memory of  
Gary’s Parents 

Freda & Melvin Tuckfelt 
Gary’s Grandparents 

Fannie & Phillip Feinberg 

Sadie & Charles Tuckfelt 
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Dear Temple Members and Supporters, 
 

Think back to where many of you were in October 2012.  It was a very special  

occasion for Temple B’nai Israel.  It was our 100th Anniversary.  That means that 

this October we will celebrate110 years of existence.  Most of you reading this 

message will have had ties with TBI for years and years.  Your great-grandparents, 

your grandparents, your parents, and you have continued the Legacy. 
 

Over the years there have been many, many changes. The most important being a different building and  

different rabbinical leaders.  We have had memberships so large that it created a lack of seating in the huge 

building on Shaw Avenue (I remember when Louis and I were newly engaged and the Greenwalds wanted  

me to attend services with them, there was not a seat for me.)  There were the days on Cypress Street when we  

added rows and rows of extra seats.  In these present days because of Covid, members leaving town, and  

unfortunately passing away, there are more empty seats than we would like to see.  The members that come to 

services are part of the Temple family and look forward to being with Rabbi Howie Stein and our 2 soloists, 

Andrea Guthrey, and Cantor Karen Webber. There are warm and happy feelings, even on Zoom during our  

services.   
 

We have been writing a history of the Jewish people in Western Pennsylvania for 110 years. Each chapter has 

been different, and now we are writing the “Next Chapter” in our book. What will the ending be?  We do not 

know.  We do know that however our story leads us that there are those of us who care deeply for Temple 

B’nai Israel and will make sure that we look to the future with responsibility and well thought out plans.   

Included in the preliminary plans are securing our cemetery in perpetuity, being prepared for unexpected issues 

that happen all the time and keeping status quo of our building and staff. 
 

Do you remember years ago the Missing McKeesport film that Sam Zolten shared with us? Do you remember 

the gathering at Seven Springs of the Jews of McKeesport? These are lifetime memories of who we are and 

from where we came.   
 

A couple of years ago we began a partnership with the Rauh Jewish Archives.  At that time, we started to ar-

chive many of the treasured materials that were stored in our building.  We are continuing to work with Eric 

Lidji, Director of the Rauh Jewish History Program, to gather more materials.  Also, the McKeesport History 

Center will be involved in some way. Through the “Next Chapter” we can ensure that this happens so that  

future generations will know what has been accomplished here in the past century and beyond. 
 

We are in control of this next part of our story.  It is up to us to make sure that the legacy of those who came 

before us will continue.  If you grew up in McKeesport or members of your family did, I know that you care.  

Our demographics may have changed, but the deep feelings about our roots are embedded in our souls.  We 

need each and every one of you to make this happen. Jewish tradition teaches us that one of our key duties is to 

make the world a better place for future generations. The time is always right to think about a legacy gift.  

A gift of any size helps to ensure our future. 

 
 

What a wonderful way to start the New Year! 
I wish all of you an easy fast and a healthy and peaceful New Year. 

Happy 110th Birthday! 
 

G’mar Chatima Tovah, 

Vice-President’s Message 
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The Future Is in Our Hands 

 

There is a story in the Talmud (Ta’anit 23a) concerning an early Rabbi 

named Honi the Circle-maker. While traveling along the road, he encounters a 

man planting a carob tree. Honi stops and asks the man how long it will take 

for the tree to yield fruit. On finding out that it will take 70 years, Honi asks 

the man if he really expects to be alive to harvest fruit from the tree. The 

man’s response is that he had found a world full of carob trees planted by his 

ancestors, and so he was planting the tree for his descendants. Honi then falls 

asleep for 70 years, and realizes it has been that long when he discovers the 

man’s grandson picking carob from the tree. 
 

 

At this season of repentance, our liturgy (and indeed our greetings—may you be inscribed for a good year) 

focuses on two elements—what we have done in the past year for which we must atone, and what fate God 

will inscribe for us in the Book of Life. However, as we learned in my lesson at our Slichot service, there is 

something missing here. The Mishnah teaches (Avot 3:15), “Everything is known, but free will is given...” 

God knows what lies in our inmost being. However, God’s knowledge of our destiny is conditional—if we 

act for good, here is our reward; if for evil, here the punishment. We each have autonomy in deciding which 

path to take. 

 

From this perspective, we perhaps spend too much time thinking about what happened in the past, and what 

will happen to us in the future. Rather, we should consider what we will do as we move forward from Yom 

Kippur. We should draw on the example of our parents and grandparents, who saw the value of building a 

strong community and worked hard to ensure that Temple B’nai Israel would thrive. They did not know 

what fruit that tree would bear, but they nurtured it anyway. So too, we do not know what will happen as a 

result of our efforts, but it is vital that we continue to attend to the needs of our congregation so that it will 

continue to flourish in the near future and will be remembered when that time has passed. 

 

I often cite my belief that it is the day after Yom Kippur, and not that day itself, that is the most important 

day of the year. We will gather together on that Day of Atonement as we and our forebears have done for 

110 years. We will hear the age-old melodies, recite the familiar words, and support each other as we reflect 

on our lived past and future prospects. When that day is over, we must continue to support each other, to 

ensure that our community will be available for those in need for years to come. If we take no other insight 

away from Yom Kippur, let us keep that need in the front of our minds as we move forward into what can be 

a bright future, if we will it to be so. 
 

 

 

Rabbi Howie Stein 

 

 

 

Rabbi’s Message        

To connect with Rabbi Stein you may call or email him directly at:  

513-600-5535 | rabbi.howie.stein@gmail.com 
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                                                            MEMORIAL DONATIONS 

   Tamara and Jeff Bondy, in memory of Jeff’s father Larry 

Marcia and Steve Klein, in memory of Diane Weiss’s brother-in-law, Allen Cobbett;  

 in memory of Steve’s mother, Ruth 

  Janice and Louis Greenwald, in memory of Diane Weiss’s brother-in-law, Allen Cobbett;  

  Joel Kaufman, in memory of his mother, Yetta 

  Mimi Klein, in memory of her father, Herman Angerman; her mother-in-law, Esther  

  Cynthia and Harold Lebenson, in memory of Harold’s father Leonard 

 Lynn and Joel Spiegel, in memory of Joel’s parents, Dave and Cecie 

  Cindy Odle, in memory of her uncle, Richard Odle 

 Sue and Steve Braunfield, in memory of Steve’s father, Roy; his uncle, Leonard Lebenson 

 Deborah and James Gannes, in memory of Deby’s grandfather, Benjamin Bondy 

   Irene Wander, in memory of her father, Simon Rudick 

 Patricia Hirsh-Simon, in memory of her husband, Milton Hirsh 

 Roberta Pitts, in memory of her father, Ben  
                                          

                                                                                             

                                        In Memory of Lisa Brill’s brother, Steven Feldman 

                                                               Lynne & Jim Gabriel 

                                                              Janice & Louis Greenwald 

                                                                Sue & Mickey Pollock 

            

 

Temple B’nai Israel gratefully acknowledges  

the  following donations 

  

                                                         Freda Spiegel, get well wishes to Marcia Kramer 
                                                 
                                                 Wishing Steve Mayer a Speedy Recovery 

                                         Claudia & Warren Finkel                    Arlene & Lester Neil 

                                             Janice & Louis Greenwald                  Freda Spiegel 

                                             Debbie & Alan Iszauk 

                                                     

                                                            SIMCHA  & GET WELL DONATIONS 

 Mazel Tov to Debbie & Alan Iszauk on the  

Engagement of their daughter Jenna to Michael Berger 
 

 

 Get Well Wishes to 

Richard Linzer 
 

Zandra & Arthur Goldberg 

Debbie & Alan Iszauk 

Marsha & Dick Leffel 

Diane & Mark Simon 

Marcia & Steve Klein 

Arlene & Lester Neil 

Rosalie & Lou Anstandig 

Claudia & Warren Finkel 

Janice & Louis Greenwald 

Marsha & Dick Leffel 

Sue & Richard Linzer 

Steve Mayer 

Diane & Mark Simon 

Susan Sabin 

Freda Spiegel 
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Thank you for your October  

 Chai Fund Donations 

   
     Rosalie and Lou Anstandig, in memory of Rosalie's mother, Mollie Mayer 

   Eve and John Cohn, in memory of Eve’s grandfather, John Daniel Farkas; Eve’s father, Arthur Paul Keller 

   Linda and Sanford Ehrenreich, in memory of Linda's father, Lester Goldschmidt 

   Gary Gaal, in memory of his grandmother, Elizabeth   

   Deborah and James Gannes, in memory of Deborah's grandfather, Benjamin Bondy 

  Zandra and Arthur Goldberg, in memory of Zandra's mother, Blanch Schatz 

   Joel Kaufman, in memory of his mother, Yetta 

   Steve Mayer, in memory of his mother, Mollie   

   Cindy Odle, in memory of her uncle, Richard Odle 

   Rosalie Opall, in memory of her husband, Mort   

   Bart Rack, in memory of his grandfather, Nathan Love 

   Susan Rack, in memory of her grandfather, Nathan Love 

   Susan Sabin, in memory of her uncle, Richard Odle 

   Elaine Siskind, in memory of her husband, Sherman   

   Joel Spiegel, in memory of his father, David  

   Diane and Barry Weiss, in memory of Barry's mother, Louise; Diane's mother, Esther Shore 

 Refuah Shlema—רפואה שלמה 

A Prayer of Healing and Return to Good Health 
 

Steve Mayer *  Esther Newberg *  Maxine Stein  *  Irene Wander    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Temple office if you wish to have a named added or removed   

from our Refuah Shlema list. 

 

Mazel Tov 
 To Murray Siegel & Family 

on the marriage of his grandson  

Mathew Lederman to Emily Gratt 

~ 

Mazel Tov 
To Debbie and Alan Iszauk on the 

engagement of their daughter 

Jenna to Michael Berger 

 

 

 
Honoring the Memory of 

Marilyn Neuwirth Herron 

On Saturday morning, October 1 during our Shabbat  
service, Susan Johnson Neuwirth will be dedicating of a 
stained glass panel in memory of her mother. 
Marilyn was a long-time member, supporter and friend of 
Temple long after she moved away from our community.  
Susan is inviting members and friends to a Kiddush after 
the service. May Marilyn’s memory continue to be a  
blessing to her family and all that knew her. 
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               Yahrzeits from   7 Tishrei—11 Cheshvan 5783: October 2—November 5, 2022 

If the name is printed in Bold, a Yahrzeit Plaque will be illuminated in the Sanctuary on the date the name is read.   

If you would like to place a Yahrzeit Plaque in the Sanctuary, 

 please call the office at 412-678-6181. 

The cost is $350.00. 

    Yahrzeit names to be read week of: October 2 
    Esther Klein :  Tishri 7  :  10/2/2022  
 Herman Angerman :  Tishri 7  :  10/2/2022  
 Roy Braunfield :  Tishri 7  :  10/2/2022  
 Bella Kaplan :  Tishri 8  :  10/3/2022  
 Tillie Samuels :  Tishri 8  :  10/3/2022  
 Frank R.S. Kaplan :  Tishri 9  :  10/4/2022  
 Gilbert Weiss :  Tishri 9  :  10/4/2022  
 Morley   S. Friedman :  Tishri 9  :  10/4/2022  
 Alexander Wein :  Tishri 10  :  10/5/2022  
 Joseph Kalstone :  Tishri 10  :  10/5/2022  
 Richard Odle :  Tishri 10  :  10/5/2022  
 Zlota Gold :  Tishri 10  :  10/5/2022  
 Claire Denenberg :  Tishri 11  :  10/6/2022  
 Margaret Izsak :  Tishri 12  :  10/7/2022  
 Molly Gerendash :  Tishri 12  :  10/7/2022  
 Rose Greenblat :  Tishri 12  :  10/7/2022  
 Milton Hirsh :  Tishri 13  :  10/8/2022  
 Sigmund Spiegel :  Tishri 13  :  10/8/2022  
 
 Yahrzeit names to be read week of: October 9 
  Arthur Rosenberg :  Tishri 14  :  10/9/2022  
 Berkey Kessler :  Tishri 14  :  10/9/2022  
 Mae Klein :  Tishri 14  :  10/9/2022  
 Milton Goldberg :  Tishri 14  :  10/9/2022  
 Frances Palley :  Tishri 15  :  10/10/2022 
 Jeanne  Kalstone Feinman :  Tishri 15  :  10/10/2022 
 Sam Halpern :  Tishri 15  :  10/10/2022 
 Cyril Israel :  Tishri 16  :  10/11/2022 
 Jay Carl Jaskol :  Tishri 16  :  10/11/2022 
 Louise Weiss :  Tishri 16  :  10/11/2022 
 Max Janowitz :  Tishri 16  :  10/11/2022 
 Mort Opall :  Tishri 16  :  10/11/2022 
 Sadie Moldovan :  Tishri 16  :  10/11/2022 
 Emanuel Halpern :  Tishri 17  :  10/12/2022 
 Hannah Nutovitz :  Tishri 17  :  10/12/2022 
 Joseph Herskovitz :  Tishri 17  :  10/12/2022 
 Joseph Hochman :  Tishri 17  :  10/12/2022 
 Louis Apter :  Tishri 17  :  10/12/2022 
 Marcella Finegold :  Tishri 17  :  10/12/2022 
 Blanch Schatz :  Tishri 18  :  10/13/2022 
 David Seltman :  Tishri 18  :  10/13/2022 
 Jacob Soffer :  Tishri 18  :  10/13/2022 
 Joseph Scott :  Tishri 18  :  10/13/2022 
 Klara Izsak :  Tishri 18  :  10/13/2022 
 Carl J. Lefkowitz :  Tishri 19  :  10/14/2022 
 Max Hirshberg :  Tishri 19  :  10/14/2022 
 Ben Mermelstein :  Tishri 20  :  10/15/2022 
 David Spiegel :  Tishri 20  :  10/15/2022 

 Yahrzeit names to be read week of: October 16 
  Arthur Paul Keller :  Tishri 21  :  10/16/2022 
 Seymour Herron :  Tishri 21  :  10/16/2022 
 Esther Shore :  Tishri 23  :  10/18/2022 
 Rose Schonberger :  Tishri 23  :  10/18/2022 
 Joseph Zlotshewer :  Tishri 24  :  10/19/2022 
 Leonard Lebenson :  Tishri 24  :  10/19/2022 
 Lester Goldschmidt :  Tishri 24  :  10/19/2022 
 Minnie Kaminsky :  Tishri 24  :  10/19/2022 
 Joel Harris :  Tishri 25  :  10/20/2022 
 Joseph Hirshberg :  Tishri 25  :  10/20/2022 
 Mona Naimark :  Tishri 25  :  10/20/2022 
 Solomon Simon :  Tishri 25  :  10/20/2022 
 David   Gene Kessler :  Tishri 26  :  10/21/2022 
 Marion Lebowitz :  Tishri 27  :  10/22/2022 
 Rose   Conrad Klein :  Tishri 27  :  10/22/2022 
 
 Yahrzeit names to be read week of: October 23 
  Al Halpern :  Tishri 28  :  10/23/2022 
 Malyeh Chotiner :  Tishri 28  :  10/23/2022 
 Yetta Kaufman :  Tishri 28  :  10/23/2022 
 Edith Simon :  Tishri 29  :  10/24/2022 
 Bessie Stern :  Tishri 30  :  10/25/2022 
 Charles Monheim :  Tishri 30  :  10/25/2022 
 John  Daniel Farkas :  Heshvan 1  :  10/26/2022 
 Louis Opall :  Heshvan 1  :  10/26/2022 
 Bernard Morrow :  Heshvan 2  :  10/27/2022 
 Manuel Mendelson :  Heshvan 2  :  10/27/2022 
 Rose Broudy :  Heshvan 2  :  10/27/2022 
 Benjamin Bondy :  Heshvan 3  :  10/28/2022 
 Henry Firestone :  Heshvan 3  :  10/28/2022 
 Rabbi Leonard Winograd :  Heshvan 3 :  10/28/2022 
 Abe Mehlman :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Benjamin Pitts :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Bessie Shapiro :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Gus Broudy :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Isabelle Israel :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Paulina Baltrosky :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Ray Zeidman :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
 Sarah Himmelweit :  Heshvan 4  :  10/29/2022 
  
Yahrzeit names to be read week of: October 30 
  Morris Berger :  Heshvan 5  :  10/30/2022 
 Roland Harrison :  Heshvan 5  :  10/30/2022 
 Sam Greenfield :  Heshvan 5  :  10/30/2022 
 David Moses :  Heshvan 6  :  10/31/2022 
 Elizabeth Gaal :  Heshvan 6  :  10/31/2022 
 Fannie   Judd Roth :  Heshvan 6  :  10/31/2022 
 Lana Abrams :  Heshvan 6  :  10/31/2022 
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries 

will be acknowledged during our Shabbat service on Friday, October 7th 

     

Birthdays 

Alan Finegold, *Linda Silberman,  

Bryan Rosenberger,  Yona Stein,  

*Joe Mendlowitz, 

Diane Weiss, *Ron Kendal, 

Terri Wilson-Young, David Tyson, 

Sondra Mendlowitz, Dick Leffel 

Zeb Golomb, Steve Arnowitz 

 

* Special Birthday Celebration 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

Question: Why do we step back and bow  
at the end of Kaddish? 

Answer: The Kaddish is one of the prayers that gives 

us the sense of entering God’s holy presence directly.  

Just as we would take our leave of a human sovereign 

by bowing and walking backwards (rather than  

showing our back to the ruler), so we do as we depart 

from the eternal Sovereign. 

 

 

    

    Mollie Mayer :  Heshvan 6  :  10/31/2022 
 Theodore Schwartz :  Heshvan 6  :  10/31/2022 
 Robert Kleiner :  Heshvan 7  :  11/1/2022  
 Stanford Lefkowitz :  Heshvan 7  :  11/1/2022  
 Harold Byer :  Heshvan 8  :  11/2/2022  
 Simon Rudick :  Heshvan 8  :  11/2/2022  
 Barnett Marcus :  Heshvan 9  :  11/3/2022  
 Iris Levine :  Heshvan 9  :  11/3/2022  
  
 

   

  Cecie Spiegel :  Heshvan 10  :  11/4/2022  
 Sigmund Spiegel :  Heshvan 10  :  11/4/2022  
  Charles Weiss :  Heshvan 11  :  11/5/2022  
 Leonard Schulhof :  Heshvan 11  :  11/5/2022  
   Miriam Sunstein :  Heshvan 11  :  11/5/2022  

Yahrzeit Names continued from page 8 
Week of  October 30 

Anniversaries 

Laura & Steven Blatt 

Diane & Harvey Bendix 

Judith & Ken Allen 

Stacy & Eric Rubinstein 

May their memory be a blessing 
Z”L 

 

 
 
 
 

Holiday Food Drive 
 

Temple B’nai Israel is once again participating in 
the JFCS Squirrel Hill Food Pantry Food  Drive 
during the holiday season to support our  
community members who are struggling with 
food insecurity and unemployment. 
 

Donation bags are now available, and are in the 
Temple lobby. Please stop by during the week or 
pick one up during Shabbat and holiday services 
and return by October 24. 
 

Please help support this important community 
project and our neighbors in needs.  
 
Tax deductible donations can also be made di-
rectly to:  Jfcspgh.org/pantryappeal 
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            Save the Date  
Yom Kippur Break-the-Fast 

 
After restoring your souls and 

 hearing the last blast of the shofar, 
we invite you to join us for an  

informal Break-the-Fast dinner. 
 

Wednesday October 5 
Temple B’nai Israel Social Hall. 

Cost—$10 per person 
Meal coordinated by Rosalie Anstandig 

 and Marsha Leffel 
 

* If you would like to contribute to the meal  
(dairy or vegetarian side, drinks, 

 fruit, dessert, etc.)  
please contact Rosalie: 412-200-2212. 

 
RSVP to the Temple office  

412-678-6181 or tbioffice@gmail.com 

Saturday, October 1 10:00 am Shabbat morning service Marilyn Herron plaque dedication 

Sunday, October 2 9:30 am Tashlich Continental breakfast at TBI  
afterwards 

Tuesday, October 4 7:00 pm Kol Nidrei service   

Wednesday, October 5 10:00 am Yom Kippur morning service Includes martyrology and Yizkor 

  1:30 pm Yom Kippur study session #1   

  3:00 pm Yom Kippur afternoon service   

  4:30 pm Yom Kippur study session #2   

  6:30 pm Yom Kippur concluding service Break-the-Fast at TBI  

Friday, October 7 7:30 pm Shabbat evening service   

Sunday, October 9 7:30 pm Sukkot evening service   

Saturday, October 15 10:00 am Shabbat/chol hamo’eid Sukkot    

Monday, October 17 10:00 am Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah  Includes Yizkor 

October High Holy Day & Shabbat Schedule 

5783 Tishrei 

 
Sisterhood Annual  

    Membership Luncheon 
 

Join us on Sunday October 16 
12 Noon 

Temple Social Hall 
 

The guest speaker is   

 

 

Deputy Jason from the Allegheny  

Sheriff’s Office 

Deputy Jason will share important information  

on senior security, identity theft, and  

how to avoid scams. 
 

Please RSVP by Monday, October 10 
to the TBI office 412-678-6181 

Cost is $18 ~ Guests are invited 

Make check payable to Temple B’nai Israel. 

* If you would like to include your annual dues, 

add an additional $18 to your payment. 
 

Lunch Menu: wrap sandwiches, noodle kugel, 

fresh fruit and dessert 
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Sukkot—A Joyful Celebration 
 
 

 

As the weather begins to cool, and as – at least in Israel – the rainy season 

draws near. Jews go outside to a structure far from the comfort and  

reassurance of the bricks, mortar, steel and concrete that normally shelter 

them, literally and figuratively, from directly engaging with the outside 

world. During the rest of the year, even when Jews leave their homes to 

join together as a community, they usually gather in synagogues for  

prayer and study, in schools for learning and training, and in Jewish  

community centers for fun, leisure and public programs. In all of these 

communal institutions, as in our own homes, solid walls provide structure 

and safety, boundaries, and a feeling of reassurance. Seeking to provide community and shelter within, 

these communal structures keep out those with whom they feel less comfortable. 

 

Yet the Zohar, the central text of Jewish mysticism, suggests that it is not those structures built on strong  

foundations, however grand and however beautiful, that call to the Divine. Rather, it is the frail and  

unstable building, the sukkah, that generates such energy that the divine presence manifests itself in these 

small booths along with the souls of Judaism’s righteous ancestors. During Sukkot, the Zohar tells us, the 

souls of seven historic leaders of Israel (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Aaron, Joseph, and David) leave 

the heavens to visit with the Jewish people. Called the ushpizin, the Aramaic word for “guests,” Jews  

welcome a different guest each day as they begin their Sukkot meal. Today, many also welcome female 

guests from the Jewish tradition: Sarah, Miriam, Devorah, Hannah, Abigail, and Esther. While having its 

roots in some classic sources, this is a sign for many women of a greater inclusivity in Jewish ritual as the 

tradition continues to evolve. Women who were once outsiders are now invited in, and women who were 

once forgotten or cast aside are remembered. 

 

The sukkah is a sign to open one’s hearts at this season. Just as its roof opens to the sky, so too may those  

celebrating Sukkot be open to the stranger, the other, and the guest who they do not see every day in their  

synagogues, and in their homes. On the High Holidays, many synagogues may require tickets to enter the 

building (TBI does not!). Most JCCs require membership or charge entry for events and programs. But all 

are welcome into the sukkah. 

 

The sukkah invites the Jewish community to effect change in the way it treats all people. This may include 

those to whom Jewish institutions may be blind – singles, gays, lesbians, transgender people, the  

unengaged, the elderly, newcomers and the marginalized (as well as a whole host of other community 

members with special needs). These “outsiders” may already be in synagogues, quiet and in the back, but 

on Sukkot, Jews are commanded to welcome them as guests. Those on the outside are invited inside and 

welcomed to join the community in fellowship. 

 

Sukkot reminds us that our structures and institutions need to be opened up. Only when those in the  

community open their homes, even temporarily, to those outside – only then can they draw near to God 

and receive the gift of the presence of the ushpizin. Only when welcoming the outsider into our lives can 

we return to the everyday of permanent structures, concrete, brick, and walls, with a new love and respect 

for all humanity. 
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