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June 2022

Congregational
Meeting &
Breakfast
10:00 AM
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Adult Education
Zoom –7:00 PM

Adult Education
Zoom –7:00 PM

Adult Education
Zoom –7:00 PM

Adult Education
Zoom –7:00 PM

Temple Talk

Shelach

Shabbat Services
10:00 AM

Behaalotecha

Shabbat Services
10:00 AM
Nasso

Bamidbar

In Person
Shavuot Service
7:30 PM
Oneg to Follow

More Information To Follow

Save The Date
July 15th
Shabbat In The Park

Shabbat Services
7:30 PM

Shabbat Services
with Rabbi
Danny Schiff
7:30 PM
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2 Sivan—1 Tammuz

The June Issue of the Temple Talk
Is Sponsored By:

Steve and Diane Stern Shattls
In Loving Memory of

Our parents,
Bessie & Ben Stern
Our aunt and uncle,
Sylvia & Edward Greenwald
Our dear friend,
Steven Leigh Benovitz

June Shabbat & Holiday Services

Candle Lighting Times
Shabbat June 2022

Join us for services
on Zoom and In-Person
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Friday
Saturday

June 3
7:30
June 4
7:30
June 11 10:00
June 17 7:30
June 25 10:00

PM
PM *
AM
PM
AM

* Shavuot Service—In Person only, followed
by Cheesecake Oneg.
Shabbat services during the month of June
will continue to be both in-person and on Zoom
unless otherwise noted.
`

Check our Temple Talk calendar and weekly
e-mail messages to confirm dates and times.
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Friday

June

3

8:27 PM

Friday

June

10

8:31 PM

Friday

June

17 8:34 PM

Friday

June

24

8:35 PM

*Shavuot

June

5

9:35 PM

President’s Message
Hope, Change and Freedom

A few weeks ago, we completed the holiday of Passover, a holiday of hope.

This
year for the first time in three years many of us were able to participate in a Seder
with family and friends, many of whom were featured on the front page of our May
Temple Talk.
We have confronted serious difficulties in the past couple of years; anti-Semitism,
COVID, unemployment, and now watching the horrors of war in the Ukraine.
We are actually encouraged to reflect on our most difficult challenges and move forward ready for change.
We are hopefully emerging from this difficult time. And again, hopefully, in this season of hope we can build
a better, healthier new reality. Passover can and should be a reminder that the emerging spring season is an
opportunity for growth, and that role models can be looked to for the courage and wisdom needed to embrace
this fresh change.
Although women played a dramatic role in the biblical Exodus, they have virtually disappeared from the
Passover Seder. The heroic deeds of Yocheved, Miriam, Batya, Shiphrah, Puah, shows that each of us can
work to fix our world. They display the courage for decisive action. They take risks because they know that
there are never guarantees. They don’t wait for miracles. They demonstrate the capacity for maintaining
concern about the welfare of others when it would have been smarter to save their own skin. Through their
actions, Moses becomes the leader G-d chooses to confront Pharaoh. Yes, G-d pays a role in the story, but only
well after human beings have acted to transform the world.
One other woman that I would like to mention is Ketanaji Brown Jackson. She was truly another woman who
worked very hard to prove that women can accomplish great things. She overcame hostility and kept her
composure when facing antagonistic questioning from some of the senators. Her nomination is a sign of
progress, a symbol that African American women have status and significance in our country. She went from
segregation to Supreme Court justice in only one generation. She quotes Maya Angelou’s poem “I am the
dream and hope of the slave.” She personally hopes to inspire future generations of Americans. The headlines
read that Judge Jackson is “A beacon of hope.” Although this year has been a terrible year, we should be
optimistic about the future.
There are many things we can be hopeful for this spring. The fact that Covid-19 vaccines have been developed
with astonishing speed and climate change is being addressed gives us hope for the future. There is
regenerative farming, saving species from extinction and the cleaning of the oceans are in progress. More
personally, we are able to see friends, visit a restaurant, watch live sports, go to theater or do something new.
If there is no resurgence in Covid-19, it means that with safety precautions always in mind, we can return to
our beloved Temple B’nai Israel for in person worship.
Although the war in the Ukraine is not over, the Ukrainians have proven that they can withstand the forces of
Russia, slowly, slowly in their own way. Here again, we invoke the use of the word, HOPE. We hope that the
people will no longer suffer and will return to a life without fear and deprivation.
HOPE, CHANGE, AND FREEDOM ARE ALL A PART OF OUR EVER-CHANGING LIVES

Kul Tuv,

Janice Greenwald
4

Rabbi’s Message
We Shall Overcome

There is an ever-growing club to which we as a people (and as individuals)
belong. {INSERT NAME OF RELIGIOUS/ETHNIC MINORITY HERE} are
attacked and murdered in their houses of worship, businesses they frequent,
even simply walking down the street. Jews, Christians, Muslims, Sikhs, and
others; black, white, Asian, and others; not only are the lists long, but there are
many lists we could compile. We, a people acquainted with oppression and
grief, will always step forward to offer sympathy and condolences to those who
suffer as we have suffered. Yet it never seems to be enough; it is wearying to
repeat these words of solace over and over again.
We are not the first generation to fight the battle against oppression and violent bigotry; I am certain that we
will not be the last. In the 1940s we fought a war to end Nazi persecution of Jews and others. In the 1950s
and 1960s we engaged in the struggle for equal rights for black people, a movement rooted in non-violence
that nonetheless resulted in bloodshed and death. The 1970s saw the acceleration of the push for equal rights
for women, the 1980s for gay people. The list goes on. Furthermore, these movements started a process that
continues today; as our awareness and sensitivity grows, we revisit the meaning of terms like equality and
equity, tolerance and acceptance.
I am tired of the need to raise my voice in defense of our lives and those others who do not fit the mold of
the ideal American as defined by white supremacists. Indeed, despite the prevailing attitudes towards nonwhites at the time the Constitution of the United States was adopted, this nation was founded on the idea of
equal protection not enshrined in law until after the Civil War. Indeed, we who support that principle are the
ideal Americans.
We will continue the fight in defense of those ideals until all people can say as Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. famously did, “Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty I'm free at last.”

Rabbi Howie Stein
PLEASE JOIN US
Friday night, June 3, at 7:30 PM for our Shabbat service with special guest Rabbi Danny Schiff.
Rabbi Schiff needs no introduction to our congregation, and we look
forward to hearing his words of wisdom during his sermon. In addition, there will be an Oneg
after services so we can spend time renewing connections with Rabbi Schiff.
Shavuot services and learning is scheduled for Saturday evening June 4 at 7:30 PM.
A cheesecake Oneg will follow sponsored by
Irwin & Judith Stein and Dr. Jay & Ronna Schulhof
In memory of their parents Lillian & Leonard Schulhof.
To connect with Rabbi Stein you may call or email him directly at:
513-600-5535 | rabbi.howie.stein@gmail.com
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Temple B’nai Israel gratefully acknowledges
the following donations

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Diane and Mark Simon, in memory of Mark’s father, Rubin “Ruby”
Judy and Jonathan Beck, in memory of Judy’s mother, Mickey Darling
Bethann and Joel Casar, in memory of Bethann’s father, Milton Raden
Shirley Kohn, in memory of her father, Joseph Weinberg
Laura and Chuck Broff, in memory of Laura’s father, Harry Wechsler
Revva and Earl Benovitz, in memory of their beloved family members
Rae and Richard Miggantz, in memory of Rae’s father Nathan Stark, in memory of Richard’s father,
Hillard; and grandfather, Izzy Mullen
Pat Hirsh-Simon, in memory of her mother-in-law, Sonia Hirsh
Marc Goodman, in memory of his grandmother, Mollie Goodman
Claudia and Warren Finkel, in memory of Warren's uncle, Howard Finkel

MUSIC DONATIONS
Get Well Wishes to Steve Mayer
Rosalie & Lou Anstandig
Claudia & Warren Finkel
Zandra & Art Goldberg
Janice & Louis Greenwald
Debbie & Alan Iszauk

Joel Kaufman
Marcia & Steve Klein
Marsha & Dick Leffel
Sondra & Joe Mendlowitz
Arlene & Lester Neil

Diane & Mark Simon
Freda Spiegel
Judith & Irwin Stein

In Memory of Gertrude Supowitz, mother of Diane Simon
Rosalie & Lou Anstandig
Laura & Chuck Broff
Claudia & Warren Finkel
Janice & Louis Greenwald
Barbara Holst
Debbie & Alan Iszauk
Joel Kaufman
Marsha & Dick Leffel
Steve Mayer
Diane & Barry Weiss
Gary Gaal, in memory of his father, Robert
Claudia and Warren Finkel, mazel tov to Richard Linzer on his career promotion
Judy and Jonathan Beck, mazel tov to Shelly & Steve Serota on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Jesse;
their granddaughter’s college graduation; in honor of Esther & Rick Plotkin’s 50th wedding anniversary
Sondra and Joe Mendlowitz, best wishes to Rabbi Stein for a complete recovery; in appreciation for our
Pesach yizkor service
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Please Join Us
Temple B’nai Israel’s Annual (In-Person)
Congregational Meeting
Sunday morning, June 12, 2022 at 10:00 AM
Continental breakfast followed by a year in review report and Board nominations.
Any member who is unable to attend may call the Temple office to request
that reports be shared with them.
This year’s Nominating Committee consisted of Claudia & Warren Finkel,
Steve & Marcia Klein, and Diane Weiss. The Committee has submitted the name of
Diane Weiss to be elected to the Board at this meeting.
Other nominations can be made from the floor at the meeting.
Please RSVP to the Temple office
by Monday, June 6
412-678-6181 | tbioffice@gmail.com

Thank you for your June Chai Fund Donations
Margie and Al Adelmann, in memory of Margie's grandmother, Mollie Goodman
Laura and Chuck Broff, in memory of Laura's father, Harry Wechsler
Claudia and Warren Finkel, in memory of Warren's uncle, Howard Finkel; in honor of their
granddaughters’ birthdays and their children's anniversary
Deborah and James Gannes, in memory of Deborah's father, F. Buddy Bondy
Janice and Louis Greenwald, in memory of Louis's father, Edward
Nancy and Kurt Gutfreund, in memory of Nancy's father, Norman Schwartz
Marsha and Dick Leffel, in memory of Marsha's grandmother, Mollie Goodman
Blossom Mendlowitz, in memory of her father, Frank Klein
Arlene and Lester Neil, in memory of Lester's mother, Doris

Refuah Shlema—רפואה שלמה
Prayer for Healing
Steve Mayer * Rosalie Opall * Maxine Stein

Please contact the Temple office if you wish to have a named added or removed
from our Refuah Shlema list.
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Yahrzeits from 6 Sivan—3 Tammuz 5782: June 5—July 2, 2022
If the name is printed in Bold, a Yahrzeit Plaque will be illuminated in the Sanctuary on the date the
name is read. If you would like to place a Yahrzeit Plaque in the Sanctuary,
please call the office at 412-678-6181.

Continued from Week of: June 12
F. Buddy Bondy : Sivan 19 : 6/18/2022
Joseph Morantz : Sivan 19 : 6/18/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: June 5
Fannie Weiss : Sivan 7 : 6/6/2022
Harris Baltrosky : Sivan 7 : 6/6/2022
Jack Siegel : Sivan 7 : 6/6/2022
Samuel & Frida Katz : Sivan 7 : 6/6/2022
Sol Robert Mercur : Sivan 7 : 6/6/2022
Milton Israel : Sivan 8 : 6/7/2022
Nathan Stark : Sivan 8 : 6/7/2022
Shirley Darling : Sivan 8 : 6/7/2022
Harold Batten : Sivan 9 : 6/8/2022
Isaak Brown : Sivan 9 : 6/8/2022
Samuel Greenblat : Sivan 9 : 6/8/2022
Ferne Stephens-Israel : Sivan 10 : 6/9/2022
Florence Moritz : Sivan 10 : 6/9/2022
Mildred Irene Berkowitz : Sivan 10 : 6/9/2022
Harry Weiss : Sivan 11 : 6/10/2022
Merton Hersh : Sivan 11 : 6/10/2022
Nathan Klein : Sivan 11 : 6/10/2022
William Yecies : Sivan 11 : 6/10/2022
Bernie Bigman : Sivan 12 : 6/11/2022
Esther Friedman Gurman : Sivan 12 : 6/11/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: June 19
Kate Raden Fenster : Sivan 20 : 6/19/2022
Lillian Schwartz : Sivan 21 : 6/20/2022
Edward Greenwald : Sivan 23 : 6/22/2022
Izzy Mullen : Sivan 23 : 6/22/2022
Mark Abel : Sivan 24 : 6/23/2022
Seymour Baum : Sivan 24 : 6/23/2022
Sidney Shapiro : Sivan 24 : 6/23/2022
Marilin Rubinstein : Sivan 26 : 6/25/2022
Yahrzeit names to be read week of: June 26
Rica Sable : Sivan 27 : 6/26/2022
Lilian Krasik Kurtz : Sivan 28 : 6/27/2022
Norman Schwartz : Sivan 28 : 6/27/2022
Samuel Spitz : Sivan 29 : 6/28/2022
Harry Wechsler : Sivan 30 : 6/29/2022
Helen Friedman : Sivan 30 : 6/29/2022
Sonia Hirsh : Sivan 30 : 6/29/2022
Abe Kessler : Tammuz 1 : 6/30/2022
Harry Gerendash : Tammuz 1 : 6/30/2022
Jennie Broder : Tammuz 1 : 6/30/2022
Sarah Greenberg : Tammuz 1 : 6/30/2022
Joseph Weinberg : Tammuz 2 : 7/1/2022
Ruth Ehrenreich : Tammuz 2 : 7/1/2022
Samuel Anstandig : Tammuz 2 : 7/1/2022
Sidney Schatz : Tammuz 2 : 7/1/2022
Anna Weiss : Tammuz 3 : 7/2/2022
Martin Schulherr : Tammuz 3 : 7/2/2022
Sarah Janowitz : Tammuz 3 : 7/2/2022

Yahrzeit names to be read week of: June 12
Alice Steinman : Sivan 13 : 6/12/2022
David Brown : Sivan 13 : 6/12/2022
William Saul Abrams : Sivan 13 : 6/12/2022
Harold Dickman : Sivan 14 : 6/13/2022
Louis H. Jackson : Sivan 14 : 6/13/2022
Renee Linder : Sivan 14 : 6/13/2022
Sally Benovitz : Sivan 14 : 6/13/2022
Clara Keller : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Daniel Moritz : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Harry G. Katzman : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Helen Gross : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Lillian Amper : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Sarah P. Kaplan : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Sarah Teplitz : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Simon Feinberg : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Wilford Buckler : Sivan 15 : 6/14/2022
Hillard Miggantz : Sivan 16 : 6/15/2022
Jayne Arnovitz : Sivan 16 : 6/15/2022
Regina Rubinstein : Sivan 16 : 6/15/2022
Frank Klein : Sivan 17 : 6/16/2022
Israel Meyer Roobin : Sivan 17 : 6/16/2022
Mollie Goodman : Sivan 17 : 6/16/2022
Rose Marcus : Sivan 17 : 6/16/2022
Clarence Rosenberger : Sivan 18 : 6/17/2022
Howard Finkel : Sivan 18 : 6/17/2022
Sadie Feldman : Sivan 18 : 6/17/2022

May their memory be a blessing
Z”L
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Shavuot...And God Spoke All These Words
ReformJudaism.org

Rabbinic tradition teaches us that when God spoke at Sinai, “The world
was silenced - birds did not sing, breezes did not rustle leaves in the
trees. Out of that profound silence came the word, and were
the world silent again, for even an instant, we could hear the
everlasting echo of God's voice.”
In one way that is a beautiful metaphor for the holiday of Shavuot. Among the holidays, it is “silent”
in that no custom imposes itself on our imagination. There is no sukkah, no seder. It slips by, for many
Jews, almost unnoticed. Yet the echoing voice makes it the central moment in our history. On Shavuot
we celebrate the giving of the Torah, the establishment of the Jewish covenant.
The rabbis tell us that the Torah is the ketubah between God and the Jewish people. A ketubah is
sometimes called a wedding contract, but it is better called a covenant. It enshrines the concept of a
sacred obligation. Jews are a covenantal people; we are bound to one another and to God by the idea
of everlasting, mutual obligation. Sinai was the chuppah, and Shavuot is our anniversary.
On our anniversary we recall what made us a people. It is customary to stay up at night to study on
Shavuot in order to demonstrate symbolically that we stand at the ready to receive the Torah. It is also
a signal of acceptance and of passion. (Check out information on Page 11 for this year ’s Tikkun Leil)
Our tradition advises us to read the Torah as a love letter. One who receives a letter from a beloved
reviews it again and again, searching each word and clause for significance, noting what is said and
what remains unsaid. We read the Torah with the lens of the lover, dwelling over each word, unwilling
to set it aside, certain that to study it once more will help us understand.
The Book of Ruth is read on this holiday because Ruth took upon herself the Jewish tradition in full.
She accepted, as a true convert must, both the people and God. Israel embraces more than the
individual’s relationship to the Divine; we are bound to one another. When Ruth declares to Naomi,
"Your people shall be my people and your God my God," she epitomizes the covenantal message of
mutual interdependence, past and future, the dual covenant of faith and of fate.
There is a custom to eat dairy foods on Shavuot, given for a variety of reasons, including the inventive
idea that the laws of kashrut were unclear before the giving of the Torah and eating dairy was
therefore less complicated. It may also be tied to the idea of eating lighter fare, which makes it easier
to stay awake for the tikkun. Symbolism and practicality are at times symbiotic in ritual life.
The great rabbinic scholar Saadia Gaon taught that we are a nation only by virtue of our Torah. For a
people dispersed throughout the world, the Torah was the one precious possession - containing our
history, our values, and our practice - that bound us one to the other. Shavuot is the moment that made
us who we are. We celebrate, on this holiday, our relationship to God and to one another. As we hold
the Torah aloft, we also celebrate our identity as Jews, eternal people of the covenant.
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries
will be acknowledged during Shabbat service on Saturday, June 11

Birthdays
Mitchell Leib, Susan Linzer, Rosalie Opall, Arthur Goldberg, JoAnn Dempler, Barry Weiss
Special Birthdays
Len Young, Warren Finkel, Alan Iszauk, Wendy Denenberg, Andrea Abrams

Anniversaries
Arlene & Lester Neil
Rabbi Howie Stein & Debbie Swartz
Ruth & Scott Apter
Diane & Mark Simon
Marni Greenwald & Greg Carlson

Happy 50th Anniversary
Zandra & Art Goldberg

Holy Sparks: Celebrating 50 Years of Women in the Rabbinate
by Jean Bloch Rosensaft from ReformJudaism.org
On June 3, 1972 Rabbi Sally Priesand was ordained by Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute of Religion as the first woman rabbi in North America. Her
journey was the beginning of an evolution in Jewish life, providing new and
numerous opportunities for inclusion, diversity, equity, and empowerment across
denominations and around the world.
To celebrate this milestone in Jewish and American history, HUC's Dr. Bernard Heller Museum in New
York partnered with The Braid's Story Archive of Women Rabbis in Los Angeles to create the exhibition
"Holy Sparks," presenting 24 ground-breaking women rabbis who were "firsts" in their time. Portrayed
by 24 leading contemporary female-identifying Jewish artists, this exhibition illuminates the profound
impact of women rabbis - from the pulpit to the seminary, from military and healthcare chaplaincy to
community organizations, and from the U.S. to Europe and Israel. It is particularly meaningful to honor
their journeys as we recognize the challenges and harms they have faced, and as we seek to ensure sacred
and respectful environments imbued with Judaism's highest ethical values.
The exhibition offers an unexpected approach to what a "portrait" can be, ranging from representational
to conceptual depictions. The works are displayed chronologically by the year of ordination, conveying
how each decade of trailblazers has provided the foundation for the next. Fourteen distinguished leaders
of the Reform movement's congregations and institutions are featured. HUC has ordained 861 women
rabbis over the past five decades, and this exhibit is meant to be a celebration of all of them.
"The world moves forward every day because someone is willing to take the risk."

- Rabbi Sally PriesandFor more information visit: huc.edu/holysparks
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